VI,

VI

AGENDA

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources

Commission Meeting
#1 Sportsman’s Lane -
Frankfort, KY
June 7,2019 8:30am (ET)

Call to Order and Welcome

_Pledge of Allegiance

Special Presentations:

Employee Recognition for Service to the Department
NASP Tournament Winners

Approval of Commission and Committee Minutes

A. Action ltem:

B. Action ltem:

Old Business

Approval of March 10, 2019 Commission Meeting Minutes
Attachment M-1

Approval of May 10, 2019 Administration, Education & Policy
Committee Meeting Minutes, Public Relations Committee
Meeting Minutes, Fisheries Committee Meeting Minutes, and
Wildlife Committee Meeting Minutes

Attachment M-2

Administration, Education, and Policy

A. Action ltem:

B. Information ltem:

C. Action ltem:

Fisheries

A. Action ltem:

Approval of Quarterly Financial Statements
Attachment AEP-1

Fiscal Year 2020 Budget

Amend 301 KAR 2:185, Hunter Education
Attachment AEP-2

Amend 301 KAR 1:201, Taking of Fish by Traditional Fishing
Methods
Attachment F-1




B. Discussion ltem:

VIl Wildlife

A. Action ltem:

B. Action item:

~C. Discussion ltem:

D. Discussion ltem; -

E. Action ltem:

F. Action ltem:"

IX. New Business

Update on Lake Malone and Lake Beshear Public Meetings
Concerning Boat Dacks and Access Structures

Amend 301 KAR 1:082, Frog Season; Limits
Attachment W-1

Amend 301 KAR 2:090, Means by Which Migratory Game
Birds May be Taken
Attachment W-2

Amend 301 KAR 2:251, Hunting and Trapping Seasons and Limits
For Furbearers '

Amend 301 KAR 2:049, Small Game and Furbearer Hunting and
Trapping on Public Areas and 301 KAR 2:122, Seasons, Methods,
And Limits for Small Game

Amend 301 KAR 2:132, Elk Hunting Seasons, Permits, Zones, and

" Requirements

Attachment W-3

Wildlife Division Research Proposals

o 3-year Elk Survey _

o Eastern Hellbender Survey

o Survey of Public Shooting Range Interest and Need
Attachment W-4 '

X.  Special Commission Permits

Adjourn

Next Suggested Committee Meetings date: August 9, 2019
Next Suggested Commission Meeting date: September 13, 2019




il

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
Administration, Education and Policy
- June 7, 2019
1 Sportsman’s Lane
Frankfort, KY

AGENDA

Action ltem: Approval of Quarterly Financial Statements
' Attachment AEP-1

Information ltem: Fiscal Year 2020 Budget

Action ltem: Amend 301 KAR 2:185, Hunter Education
Attachment AEP-2
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Attachment AEP-1

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting
REQUEST FOR COMMISSION ACTION
June 7, 2019

Regulation Number: Regular or Emergency: Regular

Proposed Recommendation: Approval of the January, February, March 2019 Financial
Statements '

Justification:

Effective Date:

Action Requested of Commission: #  Action Taken by Commission:
____File the Regulation ___ File the Regulation
___Other: ____ Other:

Motion made by:
Motion Seconded by:
Action: Approved Denied Referred back to Committee




Attachment AEP-2

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting
REQUEST FOR COMMISSION ACTION
June 7, 2019

Regulation Number: 301 KAR 2:185 Regular or Emergency: Regular
Proposed Recommendation: Amend 301 KAR 2:185, Hunter Education

1. Add a subsection to 301 KAR 2:185 Section 4 that will allow a student to receive their Hunter
Education Certification without having to complete an “in-person” course or live fire exercise.

2. Remove the “license exempt” portion of Section 2. This would make it a requirement that all
hunters in Kentucky, born after January 1% 2002, pass a hunter education course before
hunting.

Justification:

" 1. Allowing the Hunter Education Certification to be achieved via a free online learning course
provides constituents with an additional opportunity to complete the Hunter Education
requirement while still maintaining safety standards. The addition of an online only option
allows KDFWR to reach constituents that may have limited time and resources to travelto a
range day or in-person course. Given the busy schedules of many potential Hunter Education
students, the online only option enables them to complete the course in a manner that works
with their schedules. For those students that prefer an in-person course, that option will still be
available. By eliminating barriers to completing the Hunter Education requirement, KDFWR is
working to ensure that all hunters in the field have completed the Hunter Education
requirement.

2. With the implementation of an online option, many of the barriers to complete an in-person
course have been removed including travel costs, course availability, competition for students’
time and others. With these barriers removed, KDFWR will maximize the proportion of hunters
in the field who are trained in Hunter Education.

Effective Date: 1/1/2020; 3/1/2020

Action Requested of Commission: I Action Taken by Commission:

_X_File the Regulation ___ File the Regulation

___Other: ____ Other:
M

Motion made by:
Motion Seconded by:
Action: Approved Denied Referred back to Committee




Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
Fisheries
June 7, 2019
1 Sportsman’s Lane
Frankfort, KY

AGENDA

I. Action item: Amend 301 KAR 1:201, Taking of Fish by Traditional
Fishing Methods
Attachment F-1

li. Discussion ltem: Update on Lake Malone and Lake Beshear Public
Meetings Concerning Boat Docks And Access Structures




Attachment F-1

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting
REQUEST FOR COMMISSION ACTION
June 7, 2019

Regulation Number: 301 KAR 1:201 . Regular or Emergency: Regular

Proposed Recommendation: Amend 301 KAR 1:201, Taking of Fish by Traditiona! Fishing
Methods

Justification: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Hatchery program had a surplus of
cutthroat trout during spring 2019, and provided 38,000 to the Department at no cost, which
were stocked in the Cumberland tailwater. Cutthroat trout are highly prized by serious trout
anglers and will make an excellent addition to fishing in the tailwater. Because the USFWS Wolf
Creek hatchery will only produce similar numbers annually in the future, and they are so highly
revered, the Fisheries Division proposes a daily creel limit of one cutthroat trout that must be at
least 20 inches in length. The trophy fish program will not recognize any cutthroat trout less
than 20 inches. :

Effective Date:

Action Requested of Commission: | Action Taken by Commission:.
_X_ File the Regulation ___ file the Regulation
___ Other: ____ Other:

Motion made by:
Motion Seconded by:
Action: Approved Denied Referred back to Committee




v.

VI.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources

Action ltem:

Action ltem:

Discussion ltem:

Discussion ltem:

Action ltem:

Action tem:

Wildlife
June 7, 2018
1 Sportsman’s Lane
Frankfort, KY

AGENDA

Amend 301 KAR 1:082, Frog Seasons; Limits

~ Attachment W-1

Amend 301 KAR 2:090, Means by Which Migratory
Game Birds May be Taken
Attachment W-2

Amend 301 KAR 2:251, Hunting and Trappmg Seasons
and Limits for Furbearers

Amend 301 KAR 2:049, Small Game and Furbearer
Hunting and Trapping on Public Areas and 301 KAR
2:122, Seasons, Methods, and Limits for Smali Game

Amend 301 KAR 2:132, Elk Hunting Seasons, Permits,
Zones, and Requirements '
Attachment W-3

Wildlife Division Research Proposals

o 3-year Elk Survey

o Eastern Hellbender Survey

o Survey of Public Shooting Range Interest and Need
Attachment W-4




Attachment W-1

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting
REQUEST FOR COMMISSION ACTION
June 7, 2019

Regulation Number: 301 KAR 1:082 Regular or Emergency: Regular
Proposed #ecommendation:Amend 301 KAR 1:1082, Frog Seasons; Limits
1. Move the builfrog season from the 3% Friday in May to the 1t Eriday in July.

Justification: Concerned hunters have inquired as to actions that may enhance bullfrog
populations, particularly in the western portion of the state. While there are no data indicating
a population decline, shortening the harvest season in Kentucky could have a beneficial impact
on bullfrog populations. This would protect the best breeders through the majority of the
spawning season and ensure that many of the biggest females would remain in the ponds, river
backwaters, and wetlands long enough into the summer to produce at least one large egg mass
each. Among Kentucky and our seven border states, only two states (Kentucky, Tennessee) .
allow bullfrog harvesting in May, and only three states {(Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia) allow
frogs to be harvested through the entire month of june.

Per the request of the Wildlife Committee, attached is additional information on possible
factors for amphibian population declines, as well as information on surrounding states’ season

structures.

Effective Date:

Action Requested of Commission: Action Taken by Commission:
_X_File the Regulation ____ File the Regulation
___ Other: ___ Other:

Motion made by:
Motion Seconded by:
Action: Approved Denied Referred back to Committee
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Attachment W-1

Factors That May Impact Amphibian Populations

Disease {bacterial/viral)

Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis (Bd} is a fungus, known as the causative agent for chytridiomycosis
{“chytrid fungus”}. Chytrid fungus affects the animal by causing excessive sloughing or thickening of
skin, which leads to difficulties in nutrient uptake, breathing, release of toxins, and ilethargic behavior
and ultimately death. There is no known “field cure” for this infection. It has been suggested that
unnatural compoundsin the environment such as pesticides (carbaryl) reduce skin peptide defenses and
therefore make adult amphibians more susceptible to infection. Ironically, it has been suggested that
the American bullfrog is relatively immune to the fungal infection from chytridiomycosis and may assist
in the spread of this disease to other native amphibians.

Ranavirus is another widespread disease that has had heavy impacts on amphibian populations around
the world. Clinical signs include swelling of legs and body, internal hemorrhaging, redness of legs and
vent and discoloration of internal organs. Adults may clear the infection, but it is usually lethal to larvae
and young individuals. '

Toxins

Developmental abnormalities have been linked to a number of chemical pollutants. Chemicals such as
atrazine disrupts the production and secretion of hormones, therefore impacting reproduction. This
compound is a widely used pesticide in row crop production. It has been shown that low levels
negatively impact amphibian larval development, and exposure in adults leads to feminization and
chemical castration in males, thereby negatively impacting reproduction in populations.

Glyphosate, malathion and carbary! show significant increases in mortality rates in tadpoles. Non-active
ingredients in certain shelf-available products such as POEA, which is a surfactant or substance that
breaks down waxy surfaces or biological membranes, to increase uptake of glyphosate in plants. This
action also breaks down natural skin barriers of amphibians and other aquatic animals which have
exposed membranes or permeable skin, therefore increasing their susceptlblllty to manufactured
chemical compounds in the environment.

Habitat

American bullfrogs prefer lightly vegetated, permanent water hodies with moderately sloped banks such
as ponds, lakes, wetlands. In addition, when habitat becomes isolated, such as a pond isolated amidst
large agricultural row-crop fields, frogs have a high degree of difficulty moving between sites. Lack of
appropriate habitat leaves populations susceptible to predators, inbreeding, genetic drift or extirpation
from areas.

Environment

Amphibians are extremely sensitive to small changes in temperature and maoisture. UV-B radiation has
also increased significantly over the past few decades. UV-B exposure can kill amph:blans directly, and
sublethal effects such as immune system dysfunction may be compounded with pathogens,
contaminants and climate factors.




Attachment W-2

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting
REQUEST FOR COMMISSION ACTION
June 7, 2019

Regulation Number: 301 KAR 2:090 Regular or Emergency: Regular

Proposed Recommendation: Amend 301 KAR 2:090, Means By Which Migratory Game Birds
- May be Taken

1. Remove 3-shell limit on shotguns for Snow Goose Conservation Order Season.

Justification: The Snow Goose Conservation Order Season is a special season created by the US
Fish and Wildlife Service to reduce populations of continently overabundant snow geese.
Rapidly growing populations of snow geese threaten to damage fragile arctic habitats where
they nest. The Conservation Order Season, which occurs outside of normal hunting seasons,
was designed to remove harvest restrictions that limit take of these birds. To increase harvest,
the Conservation Order Season incorporates tools such as electronic calls, no bag limits,
extended shooting hours and use unplugged guns: Kentucky disallowed the use of more than 3
shells while hunting with a shotgun by statute, so Kentucky was unable to take advantage of
this and had to be more restrictive than federal law. Recent changes to the statute allows for
unplugged guns while hunting snow geese during the Conservation Order Season. We
recommend adding an exemption in regulation to allow for unplugged guns during the
Conservation Order Season.

Effective Date:

Action Requested of Commission: Action Taken by Commission:
_X_File the Regulation ___ Filethe Regulation

____Other: ___ Other:

Motion made by:
Motion Seconded by:
Action: Approved Denied Referred back to Committee




Attachment W-3

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting
REQUEST FOR COMMISSION ACTION
June 7, 2019

Regulation Number: 301 KAR 2:132 Regular or Emergency: Regular

Proposed Recommendation: Amend 301 KAR 2:132, Elk Hunting Seasons, Permits, Zones, and
Reduirements

1. Keep the current’594 elk permits the same for the 2020-2021 season.
Justification: There is a need for consistency in permit numbers for the agency to properiy

- analyze elk population data and trends. Adequate time is needed to use that same data along
with research information to enhance the elk population model.

Effective Date:

Action Requested of Commission: g Action Taken by Commission:
_X_File the Regulation ____ File the Regulation
___ Other:

___ Other:

Motion made by:

"Motion Seconded by: J
Action: Approved Denied Referred back to Committee




Attachment W-4

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting
REQUEST FOR COMMISSION ACTION
June 7, 2019

Regulation Number: N/A ' | Regular or Emergency: N/A
Proposed Recommendation:

1. 3-year Elk Survey _
The department is proposing a three-year etk research project that will include collaring and
tracking animals to determine calf survival and cow/yearling reproduction.

2. Eastern Hellbender Survey .

The department is proposing a multiyear eastern hellbender research project. This project
focuses on addressing distribution, reproduction and recruitment of the eastern hellbender
throughout the state and provide valuable information on the species status and management
decisions moving forward. '

3. Survey of Public Shooting Range Interest and Needs _

The department is proposing to contract with the University of Kentucky to survey our license
holders and the general public on their interests and needs relating to public shooting ranges.
This survey will assist us in future prioritization and planning for public shooting ranges.

Justification: These projects are needed to complete department objectives in regards to elk
population modeling, distribution, reproduction and recruitment of a species of conservation
concern and future planning and prioritization for shooting range opportunites in the state.

Effective Date:

Action Requested of Commission: l Action Taken by Commission:

____File the Regulation ____ File the Regulation
_X Other: ___. Other:
E - -~~~
Motion made by:
Motion Seconded by:




